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t l  Write to the Notionol Coordinoting
Commit tee for  THE YEAR TO PULL THE
COVERS OFF IMPERIALISM to p loce your
nome on the msi l ing l is t  onci  foc i l i tq te the
exchonge of  in formqt ion,  course out l ines,
and genercl concerns.

i l  Develop d course or  orgonize c s tudy
group bcsed on lhe outl ined mqdel.
($ee $epfember, 1974 Blac& .$cfrc/or)

f l  BeEin to invesl igcte cnd summorize
fhe impoct  of  imper io l isrn ond monopoly
capi to l isnr  on Black peop[e in  your  locol
$reg.

{ :  L ink your  s?udy ond invest igot ion 1o
the concre,te rioy to dcy struggle hy ioining
lhe org<rnizol ions ' invoIved i r i  concrete
struggles ogoinst  roc ism, imper ia l ism, ond
rnonopoly cr:pi to I i sm.
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,A,ttend THE YEAR ]'CI PULL. THE
CSVERS OFF IMPFRIALISM resionol con-
ference in your oreei ond orgonize o iocol
semincr, ond/or o study group,

Fndorse the DECI-AR,ATION ACAINST
IMPERIA,L ISM

W&IIE;

NATIONAL COORDINATING COfiMITTEE

YEAR TAPULL i l 'E COVERSOFF

IMPER/iALISM PRAJECT
POST 0FF|CE BOX 5747
NASHVILLE, TN 372A8

u.5.A.



The Nqrionol conference ro k.ick-off the YEAR TA PULL IHE C0yERS OFF rtr,tPERrALrSi,{ wil l be helri qr
Fisk Univers i ty ,  Noshvi l le ,  Tn, ,  f rom Jonuory 9-12,  i975,  The conference wi l l  involve key resource people
frqm across the country in workshop presentotions on four topics of study. Keynote oddresses by well-known
scholqrs onci  oct iv is ts  wi l i  be del ivered on vor ious ospects of  the thooret ico l  qnd proct i  co lont i  - imper io l is t
struggles qnci the Block l iberotion movemeni.

t. US rilPERtAL.tSl,l tN AFRTCA
Afr icq hos been p loced very h igh on lhe ogendo of  US imper. io l ism os moior  wor ld powers st ruggle to

incresse their dominotion of the rcsources ono peoples of f ie worlci. Whst hos been the history of Africs
wi th regords to US imper io l ism? Whot ore the concrele in ierests of  the US ru l ing c loss ' in  Afr ico todoy in
lerms of rsw mqteriols, lobor, inveslments, mcrkets, efc. How ore fhese concrete interests served by
vor ious inst i  tu t ions? l fhot  is  lhe exsct  ro le of  South Afr ico in  the st rotegy of  US imper io l ism in Afr ico?

T. NAT'ONAL L'8ERAT'ON SIRUGGLES:
The most  ser ious b lows ogoinsf  impor io l ism ore being leveled by the l ibe.rot ion forces in  A*s io,  Afr ico,

qnd Lot in  Amer icq.  ThiE worJ dwide pot tern hqs been o mojor  factor  contr i  but ing to the overol l  c ievelopment
of  the Blqck l iberof ion st ruggle .  Whot  is  q not ionoj  l iberqf ion st ruggle? Are there < i i f ferent  k inds? Whot
qre the h is tor ico l  s tqges of  oovelopment? l lhqt  is  the ro le of  d i f ferent  c lqsses? t i lho i  lessons con be
oppl ied to the Blqck l iberot ibn shuggle?

3. . 'A,IPER'AL'SII AND SLACK PEOPLE
It  is  the responsib i l i ty  of  Block in te l  lectuols  fofu l ly invest igo. ie  the noture of  imper iohism so thot  the

obvious os wel l  os the conceoled impoct  of  imper. io l ism on Block people wi l l  be rotc l ly  understood. .
$hqt  is  the current  s toge of  imper io l ism? \ !hot  qre the st rotegies for , impir r io I is t  c iominot ion? Whqt  ore
t l re 'd i f ferences in  how vor ious c losses qre cpnne'cted lo  imper io l ism? Whot o ie the most  ef fect i  ve
progrgms of  chonge in the 'Block communi ty  ogcinst  imper io l ism?

1. SOCTALTSM
At s t ime when cop' to l is f  countr ies of  the Western wor ld ore foc id wi th severe cr is is  -  runowcry

inf lo t ion,  r is ing unemployment ,  food qnd fuel  shor to.ges,  ond o ronge of  socio-pol i i icq l  i l ls ,  the tosk of
Block in te l lectuols  is  ro fu l ly  invest igote ond i l luminote the o l ternot i  ve of  socio l ism. l lhot  is  the impoct
of-monopoly.copi tc l ism on the vor ious qspecls of  l i fe  in  the USA? Whot ore fhe iheoret i  co l  ond proct ico l
d i f ferences !9twe-en copi to l ism ond sociq l ism? Whot lessons con be leorned f rom the socio l is t  exper i -
ence of  the Thi rd Wor ld? l lhqt  would s sociq l is t  Uni ted Stotes look l ike?

FURTHER THE ANALYS's THROUGH STUDY AND STRUGGLE
R E G I O N A L C O I I F E R E N C E S - T H E F O L L O W I N G A R E A S A R E T H E S I T E S F O R R E G I O N A L C O N F E R E N C E S T O  B E H E L D B E T W E E N  F E B R U A R Y A N D J U N E , I g T 5 I
EASI-WASHIi lOTON, D'C.,,+I,DWESI -OETROIT, NORTITEAST-BOSTON, SOUnj -ATLANTA. W€SI -BAY AREA. EXACT DATES AND LOCATTONS
} l l L L B E A N N o u N c E D A s s o o N A s D E r A t L s H A V E B E E N F I N A L t z E D B y R E c l o N A L s p o N s o R t N c c o M u t r r E E s .  s M A L L E R s E T v i l N A R s w t L L A L s o B L
ORGANIZED THROUGHOUT THE REGIONS

NEIiSLETTER - A"P:LL rHE covFRs oFF,l lpeRrAt-rsf i  NEw5LETTER" suMMARrzrNG REcENT DEvELopMENTs ARouND THE THEME oF i l , tpE-
R I A L I S M  A N D  B L A q K  L I B E R A T I O N  V ' I L L  B E  P U B L I S H E D  A N D  W I D E L Y  C I R C U L A T E D .



A
I

Todoy the wor ld is  p lunging heod iong into cr is is .  The prosper i ly  ond wor ld dcminot ion o{  the USA hos been
ended qnd exposed as the center  of  on explo i i ing imper io l is t  system, This explo i tot ion hcs shoped the h is tor i  co l
exper ience of  Blqck people s ince Europeqn colonizqt ion qnC chot te l  s lovery,  ond p inpoints the torget  of  the Block
liberoticn movement over the lost eeniury of struggle. Once cgcin it is l ime for Block intei lectuols to speok ouf -
to  rs ise our  voices in  o r is ing chorous thot  loys bare the t rue chorsc ier  of  US imper io l ism cnd uni tes our  wod< wi fh
the movement for  Blqck l iberqt ion,

lmper io l ism is  o dy ing syste& thot  is  bosed on intense economic explo i to t ion,  socio l  oppression,  pol  i t ico l
repression,  ond cul turo l  dominqt ion,  The deve!opment  of  the wor ld imper io l is t  system hos led the ent i re wor ld
in lo o generol  cr i  s is  of fecr ing o l l  ospects of  society.  lecv ing no nqf ion,  country,  or  poople f ree of  i ts  destruct ive ,
imp-ocf, However, where lhere is exploi. 'ction ond oppression there is resistcnce ond struggle. Countries wqnt
indepen{ence,  not ions wont  l iberof ion qnd people wont  revqlut ion.  This is  the t rend ef  wor ld h is tory,  snd Block
people in  the USA ore no.except ion.

As the USA moves towqrd the Bicentennio l  ce lebrqt ion of  i is  exrbtence i t  is  the h is tor ico l  responsib i l i ty  of
Block in te l lectuqls  to prevent  d is lor t ions,  hbs ond decept ion by exposing US imper io l ism, 0ver  I00 yeors ogo
(on July 4. 1852 in Rochester, New York) Frederick Dougloss set the poce when he cleorly exposed "fhe groot
s in ond'shome of  Amer i  co" :

.,WHAT TO THE A[4ERICAII SLAVE 6 YOUR FOURTH OF JULY? I ANSWER, A DAY THAT REVSALS TO HIil
MORE THAH ALL OTI{ER DAYS OF THE YEAR, THE 6qOSS IOJUSTTCE AND CRUELTY TO WHICH HE IS T} IE
COXSTANT'VICTU' I ,  TO HIM YOUN CFLESRATION IS A SHAM; YOUR BOA5TEd LIEERTY AN UNTIOLY LICENSE;
YOUR NATIONAL GREATNESS; SwELLtNG VANITY; YOUR SOUNDS OF REJO|CING ARE EIiPTY AND HEARTLESS;
YoUR DENUNCIATIOil oF TYRANT| , BRA95*FRONTED IMPITDENCE; YOUR stfoUTS OF Ll BERrY AND EQUAL IrY,
HOLLOIIMOCXERY; YOUR PRAYEHs AND I{YTHS; YOUE SERIIONS AXD T' IAi lX5SYI} . tGS, WITH ALL YOUR REL|- '.C'OUS PARADE Ai.ID SOLEMNITY, ARE TO HIIi MERE BOI{8A5T. FRAUD, DECEPTION, II{PIETY, AND HYPOCRIsY.
A THIN YEIL TO COVER UP CRIT/.ES WHICH WOULD DISGRACE A NATION OF SAVAGES. THERE IS NOT A NATION
OF TTiE EARTH CUILTY OF PRACTICE5 HORF SHOCXING ANO ELOOOY THAN ARE THE PEOPLE OF THESE
UNITED STATES AT THIS VERY } IOUR."

The exposure o{  the " revol i ing borbor i ty  ond shqmeless hypocr i  sy"  of  US imper io l ism musf  be odopted todoy os the
moin obiec i i  ve of  the h is tor i  co l  tosk of  Block in te l lectuols ,

The bconqmrb cr is is  of  the wor ld copi to l is t  system is  in tensi fy ing,  ond odds up to on o l l -s idedot tock on the
l iv ing stondords of  tho peopoe in rhe USA, especio l ly  the werk ing c loss ond the oppressod not ionol i t ies.  The
qt fock is  led by run-ctwqy inf lo t ion ond unemploymenl ,  whi le  corporofe prof i ts  reqch o l l  t ime h ighs.  Morcovcr ,
the ru l ing c loss representsf i  ves moet  in  h igh level  conferences to smoolh ever  lh is  cr i  s is  s i tuot ion by proposing
piecemeol reforms, in the monner of Herbert Hoover prior lo the Greot Depression in 1929. 0ur tosk is io expose
the essence of  th is  cr is is  by demonstrot ing who benef i ts  f rom imper io l ism ond who is  cxplo i ted by imper iot ism -
how ond why,  ond how ol l  the reforms novr  under d iscussion hove h is tor ico l ly  fo i led to be moro lhon shor t  term
meosures thot  deol  wi th symptoms of  the econqmic cr is is  ond i rot  i ts  fundomentol  cou6e,

'  
OnL of  the moin msni fesrq i ions of  the rvor ld chorocter  of  imper io l ism is  the sf r i  v ing of  the US ru l ing c loss for

hegemony in every region of the world. The US govirnment cnd corporcit ions, oided by the foundotions, univer-
s i  t ies ond moss medic.  hove exfended to o l l  ceners of  the g lobe so thot  lhe sun never  sets on US imper iu l  ism,
But  iust  q$ when f tof  doscr ipt ion wos oppl ied to the Br i t ish.empire qnd wos ended by the {orces of  ncr t ionol  l iber-
ot ion qf ter  TtWl l ,  so the forces of  l iL 'erct ion ond revolut ion ore br inging,Jewn US inper io l ism os demonstroted by the
the victorious wor wonby the heroic Vielnomese peopld ond the defest of US bqcked Portuguese Coloniolism in
Afr icq.  The ro le of  Block in te l lectuols ,  l i terc l ly  locoted wi th in the bel  ly  of  US rn lnopoly copi io i ism, is  io  turn the



how snd rvhy, onci how cll ihe re{orms novv vncer discLrssion have irisiorically fqiled to be more ihsn shori ierft l
meusure5 thst  dEql  wi th synroto ins cf  the economic cr is is  snd i ic t  i fs  {undsmentql  couse,

'  
One of  the mqin rnani fesfqt ions ef  the rvsr ld choructer  9{  imper ia i ism is  the st r i  v ing of  the U5 ru l ing c loss {or

hegemony in every region cf the worid. The US govdrnment ond corpordtions, cided by the {oundotions, univer-
s i  t ies qnd moss medic.  hove extended ta o i l  csrners o l  the g lobe so thqt  ihe sun never  ss is  on US imper iu l  ism.
But  ius i  os when thof  descr ipt ion wes opol ied to the Br i i ish empire cnd rvcs ended by the forces of  ncf ionol  l iber*
cf ion o{?er  }1\ t l i ,  so the forces of  l i l ,erct ion anr j  revolut ien qre br inging 'Jewn US imper io l ism os demonstrcted by the
t 'ne v ic tor ious wci  vronby the heroic  Yietnomese peo;r ie  onci  the de{eat  of  US bockeJ Porfuguese Colonio l ism in
A(r icq.  The ro ie of  Block in te l lectuols ,  i i terc l ly  loccted wi th in the bel ly  of  US m,,nopoly capi to i ism, is  to  turn the
chorocter  of  US i rnper iq l ism ins id i  ouf ,  p i ; l l ing of f  the co.vers thct  conceoi  i t ,  ond ot tock in3 i t  cn i ts  ic ieoiogi  co l  

' f ronr .

As the Bisck i iberst ion r i i rvernent  sprecds snd ref lects the revolut ionory cspi rot ions of  the mqsses o{  Blcck
peopleu there o lso c ievelops o greot  need for .pol i t icc i ly  re levont  Elcck in te i lectuols .  Thi  s  is  o cruc io l  mondste for
q l l  s iudents,  teochers,  iournol is tS,  prcfessionois.  or t is is ,  onC wr i ters.  But  o Blcck in te l  lectuc l  ccnnot  be < jef ined
simply by on occupotionol roie or by formci eq'ucolicn. A Elacl intellectusl is a person wJro fios developedodbguote
tlreEreficol skilf ond fiss occess to suffici*nl practical experdence tp Se sble lo srrm up the €oncreta conditions of o
problen by diseovering the iogicol patlern ond moin ospecls of'dre pro*fern; fo' integr*te tf i is $irrnmqfiefl witfr estq6-
lished tfteoreticol princfples, and creotively eppty tfe lessons lesrrred fo solve rfie problenrs rhqf Elsc& people foce
ond which ex is t  for  fhe ent i re seciery,  The storehouse of  ihese estobl ished f iepret ico l  pr inc ip les *  the h is tory of
revo lu t i ono ry  sc ien f i t i c  t heo re t i cs l  wo rk ,  i nc iud ing  B iock  i n te l i ec tuq l s  l i ke  l f ,E .B .  f , uF ,o i s ,  Longs ton  Hughes ,  ond
Faul  Robeson musl  be invenfor ied and systemat ico l ly  surnmed up qs c point  of  depor lure qa we uncier loke our  tosk
in ih is  per iod.

Moreover,  our  theory must  not  only  be roofec in  o sc ienl i f ic  cpprooch to understsnding the complex nqture of  US
society ond the h is tor icc l  developmenf  of  US imper io i ism, but , : lso in 'a  commi l rment  to r . ise theory os c weopon in
the ideologicol  s t ruggle ogcr ins l  i rnper ia i ism. This inc ludes refut ing the theor ies of  roc iq i  in fer ior i  ty  bein 'g pui  for-
word by pro{essors in  moior  US univers i t ies,  in fe l  lecfuol  just i f i  co i ions {or  ont i  *people progrom6 const i }ut ing "benign
neglect" ,  educqt ionql  progroms. thot  sh i f t  f rom ocademic educot ion ' to vocot ionol  t ro in ing in  order  to s low down the
inte l lectuol  odvgncements.of  the mosses of  peopie,  ond p iecemeci  re{orrn is t  communi ty  development  schemes.

Therefore,  Eloc l  in te i iec ivo l ,  must  gat 'her  ourseIves fogether  ond forge uni \ i  orounci  our  common his tor ico l  con-
di  t ion)  ond the in te l lectual ,  mo' rc l ,  ond pol i t i io i  imperot i  ves {or  our  wcrk:

t { f ; 'DECLARE that  the moin tqsk o i  Eiock in te l iectuols  is  to  s tudy the chcrccter  ond h is tor ico l  developmentof
US imlrer io l isr ! ,  especio i ly  i is  impoct  on Blqck people,  ond lo prornote th is  s tudy throughout  shcools,
publ . icot ions,  cgnferences,  ond orgonizct icns;

WE OECLARE fhot  the rnqin obiect ive of  our  s iudy musi  be to expose the essence of  imper ia l ism ond provide
the in ie l lectuol  tools  n€cessory for  combot t ing every inper io l is t  ossoul f  on the people;

l fg  DFCTARE thqt  eur  gool  is  io  estobl ish o new re lot ionship between Block in te l lectuc ls  ond the b lock
l iberot ion rnovemenf  in  which in te l lectuqls  funcl ion to serve the in terests of  the people wi th humi l i ty  bosed
on compossion,  s t r*ngth bosed on sc ience,  cnC q revolut ionory opt imism thqt  the people wi l l  t r iumph over
ol i  enemies ond prosper.  rn.Further thear?atysrs
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